
 IRSE NEWS  |  ISSUE 200  |  MAY 2014  

 IRSE NEWS is published monthly by the Institution of 

Railway Signal Engineers (IRSE).  The IRSE is not as a 

body responsible for the opinions expressed in  

IRSE NEWS. 

© Copyright 2014, IRSE.  All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any 

form or by any means without the permission in 

writing of the publisher. Copying of articles is not 

permitted except for personal and internal use. 

Multiple copying of the content of this publication 

without permission is always illegal. 
 

Editor 

Ian J Allison 

102 Beacon Road, Loughborough, LE11 2BH, UK 

Tel: +44 (0) 7794 879286 

e-mail:  irsenews@irse.org 
 

Deputy Editor 

Tony Rowbotham 

36 Burston Drive, Park Street, St Albans, AL2 2HP, UK 

e-mail:  irsenews@aol.com 
 

Assistant Editors  

Harry Ostrofsky  (Africa)   

e-mail:  thehzos@icon.co.za 

Tony Howker    (Australasia)  

e-mail:  ahowker@bigpond.com 

David Thurston   (N. America)  

e-mail:  david.thurston@parsons.com  

Buddhadev Dutta Chowdhury   (Asia)  

e-mail:  bduttac@gmail.com  
Wim Coenraad   (Europe) 

e-mail:  wimcoenraad@me.com  

Priyank Patel   (Younger Members) 

e-mail:  PriyankPatel@tfl.gov.uk 
 

Contributions 

Articles of a newsworthy or technical nature are always 

welcome for IRSE NEWS. Members should forward 

their contributions to one of the Editors listed above. 
 

Advertising 

For advertising rates and deadlines call  

Andrew Walker at DVV Media  

Tel:   +44 (0)208 652 5214  

e-mail:  andrew.walker@dvvmedia.com   

Advertisements are accepted on the basis that the 

advertiser and agency (if any) warrant that the 

contents are true and correct in all respects. 
 

Web Site 

For up to date information about the Institution or its 

activities, or to download a membership application 

form, log on to the IRSE Web Site:  www.irse.org 
 

London Office 

IRSE, 4th Floor, 1 Birdcage Walk, Westminster,  

London, SW1H 9JJ, United Kingdom 
 

Enquiries 

MEMBERSHIP OR OF A GENERAL NATURE 

Tel:  +44 (0)20 7808 1180           

Fax:  +44 (0)20 7808 1196 e-mail: hq@irse.org 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Tel:  +44 (0)20 7808 1186 e-mail: training@irse.org 

LICENSING 

Tel:  +44 (0)20 7808 1190 e-mail: licensing@irse.org 

1 

 
www.facebook.com/IRSEUK  

www.facebook.com/IRSEOz 

www.facebook.com/ian.allison 

IN THIS ISSUE Page 

IRSE NEWS Number 200 2 

Some thoughts and congratulations from the Sections  

Developments in train control and evolution of system integration in France 4  

(London March Paper)  Christian Sevestre, Jocelyn Gallou and Hugh Rochford  

IRSE Presidential Address 2014  12 

Christian Sevestre 

Industry News 16 

Recruitment 17 

Local point control in non-centrally controlled shunting yards  18 

Fokke Bronsema, Richard Douwstra and Arnoud Vermeulen  

IRSE Matters  23 

How the IRSE works:  Licensing Committee  23 

Australian Section:  Annual General Meeting 25 

Swiss Section visit:  SBB Operational Control Centre  26 

Swiss Section:  Annual General Meeting 28 

Midland & North Western Section visit:  Obstacle Detection  29 

Minor Railways Section visit:  Old Dalby Test Track  30 

Feedback  32 

Announcements 32 

Membership Matters  34 

NEWS VIEW 200 
200 Issues Young! 

Well, we have made it to the two hundredth issue of IRSE NEWS!  It is also exactly 

ten years to the issue since I took over the role of Editor from John Francis.   

I would like to thank the editorial team that supports both the magazine and 

myself, for their continued burning of the midnight oil, the chasing of articles and 

pictures and their general support and enthusiasm for this publication.  I would also 

particularly like to thank Tony Rowbotham and Stuart Angill for their attention to 

detail and for working alongside me for the last ten years without having too many 

dramas or issues to be concerned about.  Lastly, I would like to thank Fericon for 

printing and posting out copies of each issue of the NEWS in a timely manner.  

 The Council of this Institution over the last ten years has also continued to 

support this publication and has assisted in giving guidance and direction in support 

of my role as Editor.  I would like to thank Council members past and present for that 

continued support.  It is always appreciated and remembered. 

Finally, I wish to thank the members of this great Institution that wish to read, 

learn from and contribute to their Institution’s publication.  This is regarding not only 

the reporting and feedback of the technological advances within the world-wide 

signalling and telecommunications industry, but to raise awareness of areas of 

concern and technical solutions that have been developed to overcome these issues.  

Without support from the membership, this magazine would not be in the position it 

is today! 

We need to develop the next generation of signalling and telecommunications 

engineers and this Institution has the ability to achieve this with support from this 

publication.  This magazine needs to continue developing, and we can only achieve 

this with your support and feedback.  That being the case, the editorial team around 

the world looks forward to your contributions, feedback and pictures for publication.  

Here’s to the next one hundred issues!  Thank you all and best wishes. 

Ian James Allison, Editor 
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